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Deax Ms. Donich,

I am prisonen seaving time within the state of Pemnsylvania and 1 have been
Ancancenated for the past (30) yeans gon my caime and within that time as 1 am sure
that you can dmagine, s0 much has happen within my Life ovex the course of time. 1
have Lost my mothex due to poor health and diabetes. During this time within my Life
and as well as hens, communication was very prevalent for the stabilization mmz
family and within the yean of 1994, the phone rates were very costly to e
neithen myself{ nox my mother could pay for and as much as 1 wanted to be with my
mothex, even through these phone calls, it was hard and T wasn't the kind o4 person
who would put even moxe hardship on my family because of me. At that time, 1 wasn't
making much but pennies from my prison work fob, but I sent those penndes out to my
mothex 80 that she could pay for my phone calls to hen and you know how a mothex
feels about hern son, she would always fell me fo call and stop sending hex my Little
earnings, butf that wasn't something that 1 could do. My mother was sick and dyi:ﬂ.
For yeans, my mothex worked hard to get what she eaxned in Life and was paying the
bills and saving up fon her retinement Like mosit people, and times was harnd on hen,
us as a family and when I came to prison and was sentenced to a Life Sentence, it
was haxd on hexr and me as hen son was suppose to be thexe fox her when she needed me
and T wasn't and that hunt oux faméily a great deal. 1 was sent to a prison three and
hatf houns away §nom hex house, but she traied to make the visits there, but 1 knew
that it was too much for hex and her body. So we Limited our visits %o once a yeax
and 1T wrote as much as 1 could. T wasn't much of a wniter, nevern had the need to
until then. Thexe wasn't any way that 1 was going to pay the high cost of those
phone calls then, and 1 knew that it hunt her a Little bit not to heax my voice, but
what could 1 do, I couldn't pay for but s0 much time and all of the phones wexre
collect then <n the 80's £ 90's. But for the funds in which 1 did save, 1 sent home
to help pay for these calls, but when you are only making $34.00 a month and oux
calls wene costing between $8.00 to $10.00 a call, 1 wasn't speaking 1o hen that
often and it was hand because my mothex was slowly dying and was £m and out of the
hospital. As much as 1 wanted to talk with my mothex duning these times, 1 couldn't
because of the cost. That was a great handship for the both of us.

When T came to priseon, my children were just boan and & have neally only gotten to
know them zthrough my Letters, with an occasional phone call here and thexe on
special occasions such as their binthdays, Christmas and a few othen times. And with
me, 1 couldn't put the buxden on their mothers because I wanted fo be within my
children's Life. Thein mothers were working hard to raise my kids and supponting
themselves, and how could 1 ask them Lo Lef me talk to my hids a Little more when
the phone bill kept nising with each call? Like 1 sadid, that wasn't something that I
could do. And yes, truly there was a cost 2o all of this. Now that was twenty 1o
thirty yeans ago and throughout the course of that time, I have spoken Lo them, but
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but not everyone within my gamily and for those im whom 1 haven't been speaking to,
I have Lost contact with them because of the Lack of communications. 1 know that i{
1 could have been able 1o call, T would stilf be in touch with my sister, brother
and othen family membens, but because 1 didn't call and £t wasn't Like 1 didn'Z want
to, 1 just couldn't asked any o4 them fo pay for these high price phore calls. For
many families, they would have Loved to been able to speak to thein Love one, but
they couldn't pay the phone bill which was rising with our calls and many gamifies
disconnected thein collfect calls within thein phones. And 4t wasn't that they didn’t
Love the person who was calling them collect, they jusit couldn't affond the cost of
the call. And when this state §inally allowed usé to purchase prepaid calling Lime,
that allowed people such as myself to save up and put funds on my phone account and
it might be only $10.00 a month and {f { was calling my daughten &in South Carolina,
I would be able to make one call, on if 1 was calling my othen daughter 4in
Philadelphia, then 1 would get just unden iwo calls. When my chifdren were growing
up, 1 didn't speak with them ox thein mothers, but 1 was wniting to them and sending
them cands and Little gifts to keep in contact with them. Buf 44 1 were able 1o call
them, T would have a much better relationship with my kids than 1 do now and my kids
ane both thirty years of age. 1 have three grand kids in whom 1 have yet to speak
with, But now thanks to you and everyone who has taken part in getting us these fain
prices, 1 can get a $10.00, $15.00 on $50.00 phone time and be able fo speak to my
daughtens, grand kids, brothen, sisten, aunt and cousins and griends without any
neal handship. T know that my family would accept my collect calls, but 1 stitl Like
to pay my own way and noi nely on othens to hold my hand all of the time. Ms.
Donteh, with a $10.00 phone card, I can make eleven calls a month, and would you
believe that I didn't make eleven calls all of Last year. Someone once taught me
that it {s beiten fon a man to be able to stand on his own two {eet before trhying Lo
walk on othens. But within nespects to that, 1 also have to honesty say that if not
don the help of my woman, 1 wouldn't be able to do half of the things in which I am
able to do for my family and 1 have 1o say that 1 have been blLessed, but noi
everyone has an angel besdide them Like 1 do.

Ms. Dontch, these are harnd times for many of us behind these walls and gates and as
well as our families, but this change in which you have done, will truly go a very
very very Long way. T don't know 4§ people neally undensiand the batiles 4in which
you and everyone have fought, but know that 1 know and understand because over the
yeans, we have been togethen within This §4ght. And oul of respects for a fellow
prisonexr name: Ma. Jon Yount who passed away, he and you have been {ighting this wan
don us and I and everyone here and especially the woman within my Life, are very
happy and on behalf of all of us, 1 would Like to just say...

"THANK YoOu"
£
"MAY THE LORD BLESS You

You know something Ms. Dontch, 1 homesty think that 1 can that this will be one o4
the best holiday seasons that many of us will ever have on ever had. You have given
us a special and priceless gift of Love and heart to which we can now share with oun
Love ones. Again 1 say thank you to eveayone and please have a very happy holidays
and a very Meary Christmas. ...

With great nespects and appreciations...
Endc Phoenix Mason AV6803 £ Ulnihe Riedf



